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2010 Alexandria Equestrian Association Officers:

President:

JudyTucker


Vice-President:
Barbara Nolan

Treasurer:

Dick Kimsey

Secretary:

Becky Nicoletti

Membership:
Maxine Lally-


Alexis

Food Coordinator:    Sandy Howell

Trustee:

Tom Aversa

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE:  www.aeanj.com
THE NEXT GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING OF THE AEA WILL BE:

December 1, 2010
7:30 meeting start time

A letter from the President…
Election Season

There is probably a good chance that by now you have had enough of elections.  Can I ask you to entertain just one more, the AEA board elections?  And no, there won’t be any ads.

Every two years, the entire AEA board is up for re-election, as stated in the by-laws.  In addition, this year we will increase the number of positions to better serve the organization.  We have added a position to focus on fund raising, and elevated the newsletter editor to a board position.  We have also renamed the food coordinator to be hospitality coordinator, as that more accurately describes the role.  We will now have 9 board members, including the one trustee position.  You can view the position descriptions on the web site, under membership, by-laws or see the addendum attached. 

Now let me describe the process for all the new members.   A member can throw their name in for any position or nominate someone else.  In advance of the meeting, please send your nominations to any existing board member (Barbara Nolan, Maxine Alexis, Dick Kimsey, Tom Aversa, Sandy Howell, Becky Nicoletti or myself) or mail your nominations to AEA PO Box 75 Pittstown, NJ 0886).  

Then at the next general membership meeting, which we have now scheduled for Wednesday December 1st at 7:30pm, we hold the election.  We hand out ballots and people fill them in and we ask someone not in the running to count the votes and announce the new board.  So if you want to have your vote count, you need to attend the meeting.  At that point, we can all breathe a sigh of relief that election season is finally over. 

Schick Trail Update
I know I sound like a broken record, but things are moving along on the trail project.  In fact, if you read the legal notices in the Democrat, the Express or the Star Ledger, you will have noticed that the freshwater wetlands permit notification was published in those newspapers the week of November 10th.  So you see things are moving along, ever so SLOWLY, but nevertheless moving.

· Judy

****************************************************
Dates to Remember

General Membership Meeting
December 1, 2010
Trail Owner’s Tribute Cocktail Party


January 22, 2011
Winter Gymkana Series
January 8, 2011

February 5, 2011

March 5, 2011
Musings with an Equine Slant

Funny how sometimes our horses just make us look good! We were riding the other day with a completely novice couple. They had everything to learn about horses. We rode by them, moving right along on walking horses.
Much to their credit, these folks did a remarkable job that day, riding a very rough trail. Later in conversation, this couple learned that we were riding gaited horses. 
“We thought you were just good riders”, they innocently observed, “You weren’t bouncing at all”!

*******
And then there are virtually clairvoyant horses! Witness an episode shared recently by the Alexis’s. Just after they bought Bow Brick Hill, their stables in Holland Twp., they took over a couple of their horses to ride around the place.

The not-yet- vacated prior owner still had an Alpaca pastured near the house. Their horses flipped out! They DID NOT like that Alpaca! No matter though. It’s long since removed from the farm.

Fast forward to just recently. Kathy Cyphers, who boards a horse over there, was lamenting to the Alexis’s about the 
nervous and odd behavior of her horses when she was in the stall with them. 

John Alexis, always so aware, said to Kathy, “Let me see the label on your sweater”.  Sure enough! 25% Alpaca wool.

To some, this may beg the question as to who was clairvoyant:  the horses or John Alexis? Simply put, does John Alexis have hooves?

*******
It’s something that all of us Inlanders should do once in our lifetimes; maybe more. 

Ride on the beach! Yes, as in Atlantic Ocean. It’s a whole new horseback riding dynamic and it is way cool! Picture yourself sitting horseback at ocean’s edge; sunny, warm breeze, water glistening, the constant din of the ocean as the waves eventually thin to a white froth at your horse’s hooves.

No, not all horses are gong to take kindly to that; never having experienced the beach. In fact, if you wish to check how quickly your horse ‘desensitizes’, ride it on ocean’s edge .We did. Jude and I, John Alexis, and Sabine and John O’Mahoney. (A word of explanation here : Centuries ago, the Mahoney family, for some reason, decided that they weren’t Irish enough! The O’ apparently put the clan at ease!)

  All five horses were the individuals that equines promise to be .All, in their own way, reacted very cautiously to those ‘ horse – eating’ waves! John Alexis even dismounted. Off came shoes and socks. With pants rolled up, he attempted to further lead his steed to water’s edge. We kind of got laughing at him; evoking visions of a Cossack in the wind, prodding his unruly mount! Don’t know if he ever got that critter to the wave’s froth!

You’ve experienced the footing at the beach. Near water’s edge, it’s fairly solid. Ten feet further inland, the sand is dryer and thus deeper when horse hooves meet it. It dawned on me. Maybe it’s not just an Alexandria Indoor thing! Seems there’s footing problems wherever you go! But wait a minute. This footing is divinely inspired, and still there’s flaws! Guess AEA is going to have to do some serious praying!

                                                                                                           Pete Tucker                                                                                 
****************************************

Tid-Bits by “Tuck”
Who’s idea was it originally to combine a general membership meeting with a potluck 
dinner? This lame writer can’t remember. But it was an inspired piece of thinking!

The last such meeting, held at John and Maxine’s farm, was the most well-attended in a long time. The meeting discussion was lively. A good time was had by all.

************
A special word of thanks and appreciation to AEA member Chiara Chandoha, without whose tireless effort toward the ‘Art of the Horse’ show, it isn’t likely it ever would have happened. Great job, Chiara! Thank you.
************
Where were you on the night of Nov.10? Snuggled in your living room watching the CMA Awards from Nashville? Pat and Sal Aversa were watching, too. But they were right there in Music City at Bridgestone Arena watching it LIVE! 

.

--Pete Tucker
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*****************************************
2011 Membership Drive
Just a reminder that November 30th is fast approaching, so please print off a copy of our 2011 Membership Application Form as soon as possible from the AEA website (www.aeanj.com) and return it to the address at the bottom of the Form together with a check for your annual dues/workbond and proof of insurance in order to continue your access to our trails and indoor. If you rely on United States Equestrian Federation membership for your insurance coverage, the USEF has already opened its 2011 membership drive, so renew online at www.usef.org/aua. Remember that we need proof of separate USEF membership for each rider in a family.
*****************************************

Never  Stop  Giving
I’ve heard rumblings of late; something about our tradition of donating to volunteer fire companies and rescue squads, for example. The argument seems to run along the lines of ‘how about organizations that don’t have further sources of funding? How about horse oriented organizations?’

 And, yes, there’s a problem with our tradition of donating to our immediate community. The effect of it is not always measurable. It is at once subtle and cumulative over time.

What would be an example of something not so subtle? Well, try this one: Your house, God forbid, is on fire. In your moment of extreme need, you call the fire company, but they inform you that they won’t be attending to your fire tonight. No donation has been received from your address!  If only the results of our donations were that un-subtle!! And, thankfully, fire companies donate their services to all in their district.

**********

AEA was recently pivotal in the production of an art show held in 
conjunction with and a fund-raiser for the Alexandria Historical Society (AHS). 
The event was held at the township-owned Prevost House near Frenchtown. The show, Art of the Horse, was quite a success with nearly 100 folks in attendance. Good thing, too. The Historical Society pays for the heat in that building.

I wish that all of our members could have attended that event. All might have noticed the subtlety of what AEA accomplished that night. The good will, the good time had by all and the hugely positive comments that were directly the result of our efforts. Will any of us receive benefit from that tomorrow? Maybe not. It’s more subtle than that. 
Five years from now, when your daughter, a new AEA member, approaches a landowner about trail riding, will she receive benefit? She just might! You see, the landowner was in attendance that night! 

Cumulative over time. Don’t dismiss the overall effect of AEA’s donations to the community at large: Horse owners have a decidedly positive presence in our area. It is in everyone’s interest to be sensitive to that. And when everyone is, we benefit!

                                                                                                         - Pete Tucker

**************************************************
Classifieds

Barn for Rent

4 stall barn sits in a quiet 3 acre setting in Alexandria. Has a heated tack and feed room, outdoor arena, pasture and in and out paddock. Rent the whole barn $1000 or by stall, call for price. Tom Aversa 908-892-1626 or TAVERSA95@aol.com 

****************************************
Until next time…..

If you have seen nothing but the beauty of their markings and limbs, their true beauty is hidden from you.

 A. Mutannabbi
To all of you…friends and family members…have a Happy and Safe holiday Season !!!

---Kathy                        
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ADDDENDUM

Article 7: Board Composition 
The Executive Board shall be made up of nine (9) members: the President, the Vice-President, the Secretary, the Treasurer, the Membership Officer, the Hospitality Co-Ordinator, the Fund Raising Co-Ordinator, the Newsletter Editor and one Trustee.  No more than one member of a domestic family unit shall serve on the Executive Board at any time.  Members must be aged 18 or older.  Each member of the Executive Board shall have voting rights.  Except as set forth below, each member of the Executive Board shall be appointed by the General Membership and shall serve for a two year term unless removed by the General Membership.    In the event that of the removal, resignation or vacancy of a member of the Executive Board, a replacement shall be nominated and appointed by the remaining members of the Executive Board.  Such replacement member shall serve until the next General Meeting, when such member’s appointment shall be submitted for approval by the General Membership.  A member of the Executive Board may delegate any authority or responsibility set forth herein to a delegate; provided that, such delegate must also be a member of the Executive Board. 
Article 8: Duties of Officers 
8.1 President 
The President shall have the full responsibility and authority as Chief Executive Officer of the Association. The President shall see that the Bylaws and Rules are followed and enforced and shall ensure that meetings of the Executive Board and General Membership are conducted in an orderly and effective manner. The President shall preside at all meetings of the Executive Board and General Membership, except as set forth in Article 8.2 below. Any responsibility or authority normally reserved to officers of the Association but not specifically reserved to an officer shall be reserved to the President.   The President must be a Resident member.   
8.2 Vice-President 
The Vice-President shall assist and advise the President. The Vice-President shall preside at meetings of the Executive Board and General Membership in the absence of the President or at the request of the President. In the event of the removal, resignation or vacancy in the office of the President, the Vice-President shall immediately assume the office and duties of President.  The Vice President must be a Resident member.  
8.3 Secretary 
The Secretary shall be responsible for maintaining or causing to be maintained, the business records of the Association.  The Secretary shall take minutes of all meetings of the Executive Board and General Membership, which may be requested for review by any member of the Association at any time upon three business days’ notice.  
8.4 Treasurer 
The Treasurer shall be responsible for maintaining or causing to be maintained accurate financial records for the Association. The Treasurer shall make disbursements and deposits as approved by the Executive Board, shall maintain bank accounts and prepare or cause to prepare all tax and audit information for the Association, shall have authority to pay routine Association operating expenses; provided that the Treasurer must obtain Executive Board approval to exceed $500.00 for any single expense. The Treasurer shall post and deliver a "Treasurer’s Report" at each meeting of the Executive Board and General Membership. 
8.5 Membership Officer 
The Membership Officer shall be responsible for maintaining the membership records of the Association, including monitoring payment of membership dues and work bonds, monitoring volunteer hours, maintaining proof of member insurance coverage and distribution of membership saddle tags.   
8.6 Hospitality Co-ordinator 
The Food Coordinator shall be responsible for co-ordinating the supply of food, drinks and kitchen supplies for Association events and for coordinating volunteers for food functions.   
8.7 Fund Raising Co-ordinator 
The Fund Raising Coordinator shall be responsible for co-ordinating all fund raising activities conducted by the Association.  The expenditure of Association funds shall be determined by the Board. 
8.8 Newsletter Editor
 
The Newsletter Editor shall be responsible for the compilation of articles and advertisements, and the production and distribution of the AEA’s quarterly newsletter.   
8.9 Trustee 
The Trustee serves the role of upholding the purpose of the Association, being to further the mutual enjoyment that we as neighbors derive from our horses, our surroundings and our camaraderie. In our collective interest is the retention and promotion of our area’s rural character.
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