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2008 Alexandria Equestrian
Assoctation Officers:

President: Judy Tueker
Vice-President: Barbara Nolan
Treasurer: Larry Shepard
Secretary): Beoky Nicolettl
Membership: Maxine L,ML%»
Alexis

Food Coordinator: savw% Howell
Trustee Tovt Aversa
Trustee B Dantels

CHECK OUT OUR WEBRSITE:
www.aeawj.com

THE NEXT GENERAL
MEMBERSHIP MEETING OF
THE ABA WILL BE:

Wedwesdag December =9

What’s new?
A letter from the
President

A Lot s mew with AEA. Where do |
begin? Let's stavt with updating
everyone on the new “Fall Tvall Rides.”
Many of You have asiked us over the
years to “show us the tratls.” So our
energetic VP, Barb Nolaw, took it upon
herself to organize a few. Barb put out
a sign-up sheet at the General
Mentboership meeting (good reason to
attenol the meetings) and before we

knew Lt we had 2 trall vides on the

calendar. The flrst was leaving from
our place, Tuahawag Farme. wWe had 5
riders sign up, but as it turns out 4
had to cancel due to various other
commitments. We weren't able to
reschedule Uk, so we went out with our
only other rider, Heather Toma.
Heather s new to the Township, so it
was a treat to be able to show her some
trails. The second trall vide was hosted
bwol/m and Maxine Alexis. They had
& viders ano from what ( hear, it was a
hoot. FYLl ...whenever you ride with John
Alexis it's an adventure, so be prepared.
overall, 1 would say that our first
attempt at organizing a “Fall Trail
Ride” event was successful. Shall we
do it again?

We have another project in the
planning stages to put up 25 MPH
road stgns when horse and rider are
present throughout the township. You
may have noticed that Franklin and
Lnion townships already have these
signs up on some of thelr ronds. Last
month, [ went before the Township
Committee to ask thelr support to place
the signs on township roads. They
endorsedt the tolen and our Dept. of
Public Works will tnstall them once we
have purchased them. We are golng to
try and get sponsors for each sign,
asking local businesses to pay for the
sigwn, in exchange for a link from our
web site and ads in the newsletter.
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We had a very successful Community

Day, despite the ominous weather
forecast. The amount of AEA
volunteers that etther worked the food
tent, parked cars, or baked goods was
bmpressive. We couldn't have done it
without you. Please come back next
year n any capaai‘cg, as every Little bit
helps.

Also, we have winter events belng
planned. The first is the American
Saddlebred Horse Assoctation of N
Academy show on Sunday November
11 at the Park. f you haven't
attended one, it's worth stopping by, or
better yet participating. \we are
planning some gymkhana events,
tentatively scheduled to start in
January, and they WLl be co-sponsored
with readington Trail Assoclation. As
always, we will have sorting events
throughout the winter season. Check
the web site for dates and contact
Lnformation.

Awnd last but wot Least, clear your
calendar to join us for the 24 annual
Tratl owwner’s Tribute Cocktall Pa rty
on Saturday November 2277 at the
Ruakertown Recreation Clidb.

You need to RSVP Bavb Nolawn soon, or

else we won't have an accurate count for
food and drink.

NEWSLE

Schick Reserve Fall
Trail Ride — One For
the Strong-Hearted

As part of our series of AEA Fall trail
rides, Johw and 1 offered to Lead a group
from Henderson's Fielol on Woolf Road
to the Schick Reserve. We set off on a
bmmg Swwlag morning last mownth,
passing along the Foxwoods Trail,
through the Alexandria Township
munielpal property on Hickory Corner
Road and along the road to Schick.
we hao a tervific turnout, pleking up
riders along the way so that by the
tlme we got to the Reserve, there were 9
of us bn our merry band. (ntrue ABA
form, the ride was not without drama.
Despite our assurances “we know these
trails like the back of our hanos”, we
got hopelessly lost tn the woods of the
Reserve - well, things look so different
whewn the undergrowth is bare tn
February!l when John and | could no
Longer find the stream crossing we
have used o {r@quew’dg in past rides,
Johwn characteristically shouted “wait
here - U'LL finol it” and disappeared into
a thicket so dense | thought [ might
never see him again. Reactions varied:
Tomwmy Aversa chuckled so hard he
albmost fell of his horse - he's seen this
before! The swiles of our other fellow
riders were veplaced by Looks ranging
from guarded sieepticism to bulging
eyeballs. Those expressions only
intensified when we finally managed
to cross the stream only to be met by
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&0 degree wooded tnceline on the other
stde — Oops! 'm proud to say that all
of the horses successfully climbed the
hill- some a Little faster than others,
perhaps (the term “reckless abandon”
comes to mind). The rest of our ride
went well. AlL tn all, 1 think everyone
had a great thwme. | think it was
vefreshing for all of us to vide with
folks that we havew't had a chance to
viole with before - and a few wore AEA
members have now been subjected to the
legendary trail blazing antics of my
desperaolo husband - a few wore now
feel my pain!

Maxine LaLLg -Alexts

Fish Stories...with fur
From, guess who folks?
You got it...Pete Tucker

A few weeks ago, early in the morning,
my wife and | were rubbing our eyes
over the first cup of coffee. The phone
rang, oddly given the hour. Our
netghbor, knowing that we'd soon be
venturing outside to feed the horses,
was seeking to avert any startling
surprises. she had been outside already)
and tn our fielol near the house had
spotted a “pretty big bear”.

we thanked her and, of course, Lookeot
outsiole but when does one ever get to see

the bear? Not that there was any
disbelief on our part. After all, our
netghbor is a very credible woman and,
lndeed, there haol been a nuber of bear
sighting stories floating around
Locally of Late.

But the question is always begged....
Just how big was the bear? ALl we knew
Ls what we were told. it was a “pretty
big bear”. That description, of course,
leaves itself fantastically open to
interpretation! But Later ln the
morning we spoke again to our
netghbor and she confirmed the
previous story. it was a “huge bear”.

well, [ guess we were off to the races!
Even later that morning it became
lRinown that someone else had seen the
bear! That person’s description wasn't
too far off from the first. The bear
spotted had been “glgantic”.

But already the dye was cast. A
pattern was developing. The
descriptions of the bear were becoming
incrementally grander! BY #:20 PM
the bear was bordering on a Lyric from
an old Jimwmmy) Budffett tune...Kind of a
Kodiak-lookin fellow, about nineteen
feet tall.

[ went out to feed that morning and |
have to adwmit, [ was looking over my
shoulder a bit more than usual. Maybe
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[ veally would get to see the bear. What

would [ oo if | came face to face with the
bear?? Again, ajﬁmmg Buffet ly vric
came to mind. why, U'd Look that big
olol bear square in the eye and say,
“Ah, My. Bear, | Love every hatr on your
twenty seven acre booy!”

Such ave the fabulous ruminations
that arise whew a bear shows up in the
netghborhood. Stay tuned to future
lssues. BY then magbe [ will have seen
the bear. Thew yow'll hear a story!!

-Pete Tucker

Supertrail Update - AEA
Receives $25,000 NJ
State Grant

WE DID T We ave delighted to
announce that the AEA was selected as
a veciplent of a $25,000 grant from the
State of New Jersey to be used to
Lmprove and expand the recreational
trail system n Schicke Reserve, the 214
acre Hunterdon County public park
Located between Schick Road and
Hickory Corner Road, just minutes
from the Alexandria Township Park.
Along with many other non-profit
groups, the AEA submitted a detailed
application tn November 2007 for a
grant to restore, expand, mark and
vepatr the existing limited trail network
Ln the Reserve. The application was

accompanied by a letter of support
from John Trontls, Dlrector of the
Hunterdon County Department of
Parks and Recreation.  Own September
23, 2008, the ABA was wotified that it
had been awarded the grant under the
Federal Highways Program. wWe plan
to use this towards clearing and
marking a 10 wile vecreational trail in
the Reserve. wWe are extremely
thankful to John Trontis, BLLL Clother,
Tom Shephard and the Hunterdon
County Department of Parks and
Recreation team for thelr partnership
and support during the grant
application process, and Look forward to
working with them closely in
enhancing this treasured public park.
We are also thankeful to Larry Miller
and the state of New Jersey Dept of
Environmental Protection. A press
release will be sent to local newspapers.
The next stage is a wmeeting with the
Hunterdon County Department of
Parks and Recveation, on Novenmber
19th to obtain formal approval ano to
develop the plan in more detatl.

Maxine LaLLg -Alexts
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The Cows Are Out...and
the Goats....and the
Sheep!!

Who was the writer who once said
“‘wever Let a few facts get in the way of
a goool story"? It Ls with that flavor that
this writer takes pen v hand to
describe certain events tn Alexandrin
Township that took place a few months
a090. n a few months, surely yow'll
agyree, memories faole a bit. Certain
brain cells weeet thelr demise and the
clarity of details is not what it used to
be. Nonetheless, a remarkable bit of
happenstance took place, the particulars
of which t shall try to piece together
from those who participated.

Turns out, John Lionettl and his Lovetg
slgnificant other, Rose, were sitting on
the veranda sipping coffee one
morning. The livestock starteol
sounding off as they will, but John
bmmediately notleed that something
was awry. The bleats of the new sheep
that he hao acquired the day before
were not coming from the fleld that he
had pastured them tn. Johw, valiant
shepherd that he is, ventured toward the
commotion and came upon a shepherd’s
worst nightmare!

Not only were the sheep on the wrong
side of the fence, but also gquite
intermingled with his goats and his
nelghbor’'s goats (Tommy) Aversa, that
is) and his cattle. AlL one big frenzieo

accumulation of miscellaneous
Livestock Looking to dart anywhere
thelr scattered pea brains would Lead
them next! Phones started to ring. John
alerted the famous Aversa boys, sol
anol Tommy. Mike and Barb Nolawn
were called tnto actlon. They called the
Alexis’s. Maxine was busg with the
kids but her husband sprang into
actlon!

You guessed i, Towto! A posse soon
formed! Accownts of the posse’s
performance were titillating!
Apparently Mike Nolan's mount was
best at whirling around Like a top.
Mike, to his credit stage(){ on, but it is
not kinown what further contribution
he was able to malke.

But You should have heard the
unequivocal kudos for Barb Nolan!
“outstanding! Heroine of the morning!
, ruumlinated Tom Aversa.

“Her bravery was second to none”,
enthused John Lionettl.

Apparently Barb and her sidekick,

John “The Greek”Alexis”, performed
sovee horseback herotes during this
great herding effort that the cowboys
were too intlmidated to attempt. A steep
precipice had halted all in their tracks,
but Barb rode up and satd “Boys, outta
my way.” Horse and rider scaled the
cliff and the drive continued.
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Meanwhile, back deep tn the woods the

Aversa Boys had gotten Lost! The diive
was succeeding but without them for
some time. The varieties of Livestock
were eventually herded tnto their
respective pastures and the Aversa’s ve-
appeared, bedraggled and briar-torn
from prolonged exposure to
Alexandria’s unyielding tundia.
Alexis quipped bn thelr divection,
“Thanks for showing up, boys, but
we've done herel”

Meanwhile, back own the veranda, it was
Miller Time. But it was still morning.
Rose knew just what to dol Mimosas!

BUt, of course, Mimosas, the socially
acceptable drink bn the AM. And thus
began the declivity of brain cells
veferved to earlier tn this story. Oh well,
there’s a veason they call her “Minosa
Rose”!

-Pete Tucker

Note from the editor ... (editorial
privilege woo hoo)........ maabe too many
mimosa’s? The verstow | heard was
most certa’w@g abridoed ........
definitely the “Lost” part was left out !!

2009 Membership Drive

Just a veminder that we will have a
booth set up ow the evening of the Trail
Owwner's Tribute Cocktail Party on
November 2244 for membership
renewals, so please bring your proof of
nsurance and checkbook or cash anod

take up this convenient opportunity to
renew Your membership. 1 you rely
on United States Equestrian
Feoeration menmbership for Yyour
nsurance coverage, please note that the
USEF has added a nwew membership
category (owtg 435) for viders who oo
not compete. The USEF has already
opened its 2009 membership drive, so
renew onling at www.usef.org/aua ond
print off your proof of membership
(and lnsurance) within minutes!
Remember that we need proof of
separate USEF membership for each
rider in a family.

Maxine LaLLg -Alexls

AEA SWEATSHIRTS

AEA now has sweatshirts for sale!!
They are available in crew § hoodies.
we are also offering them in 5 colors,
Black, vegas Gold, Forest Green, Navy
and Maroow. The Logo will be on the
front only. If you would Like to order a
sweatshirt, please fill out the attached
order form and send it bn along with
Your check to ABA (address on bottom
of order form). The minimum
requirement for AEA to place an order
ls 12 shirts. | will be placing orders
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when the minbmum requirement ts

met. The order forme is also on the
webstte! f You have any questions,
please feel free to contact me at 902-

996-F489 or

BAN414@enibaroynail.comm.

Bavbara

TIDBITS From “Tuck”

= The Most Ples Award - This year,
the winner of this prestiglous award
Ls....the envelope, please.... Bem@
NicolettL. BeckY) made nine pies,
yes, nine pies that sold Like
hotealkes at the AEA tent at
commum’cg Day. Thawnks, Eechg!
You've raised the ple bar! Sara Lee's
got nothing on you.

" AEBA wmember Julie Farneski has
vacated her editor position at Horse
News. After securing a Master’s
Degree bn psychology, Julie ts now
employed at the High Polnt Partial
Care facility in Flemington.

Congratulations Julle!

"  The ABA Newsletter doesn't just
hoappen. Flrst theve are the dreamers
(people who dream up stuff to write
about), thew there ave the writers,
but then somebodg edits it and
cohesively formats it for
membership consumption. Barb
Nolan used to do that. we thank
her immensely. Good job, Barb!

NEWSLE

Now taking the reins tn that
capacétg ls Kathy Cyphers. Thank
you, Kathg! (Are You sure You
wawnt to do this?)

CONGRATULATIONS BECKY
NICOLETTI!!

Bvery October the ALL American
Quarter Horse Congress takes place. [t
Ls the Largest Single-Breed Horse
Show n the World and vecelves more
than 17,000 horse show entries.

BeckyY Nicoletti competed this year at
Congress anol was in the Top Ten out of
134 competitors for Novice Amateur
Showmanship...what an
accomplishment.

Congratulations Becky...you go Girl 1!

A Thank You Note from
our Food Coordinator

Thawk you all for your help and
support for AEA's Alexandrin
Commum’cg Day. ltwasa Little touch
and go with the weather, but our hot
apple ple and brownie ala weodes were a
huge hit (ano a huge profit) for ABA.
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This would certainly not have been

posstble without all of your help.

The ples were fabulous, the brownles
deliclous and the workers were great.
Dedicated to the end with Team
ApplePleALaMode golng out Linto the
departing crowds and bringing them
back to our booth so that we ended up
selling out!!!!

(t was a pleasure, thanks again,

Sa vwlg Howell

Reminder..!

owne Last veminder.... please join us for
the 2% annnal Tratll Owner’'s Trilbute
Cocktail Party on saturday November
22 gt the Ruakertown Recreation
Club. Your RSVP goes to our Vice
President, Barb Nolawn

A Thank You Note from
our Vice President

[ would Llike to take this oppo\/mmtg to
thank everyone who came out to help
with Community day with a specific
thanks golng out to those participating
in the parking detail. we had a great
turnout despite the weather.

our fun filled day included
experiencing Diek Kimsey's bout with

‘Community pay fever” which resulted
bn the “Dance of Traffic Dlrection”.
while this dance was an apparent
symptom of “Community day Fever”
and included multi-directional use of
the traffic flags, the drivers of the cars
understood....they Just stopped ano
watted until the symptom passed. The
remainder of the day went smoothly
and symptom (dance) free.

Thawk you again for Your continued
support. The day could not have been
so very successful without all of your
help.

BaVOArD

| am sure everyone Wil joln me in
wishing Dlck a very symptomatic free
recovery from “Community Day Fever”
(hee hee!)

P

It’s Election Season

It is election thme, even for ABEA. The
full ABA Board has served for 2 years,
as vequired by our by-laws. we will
take nominations for any and all
positions by filling out the ABA
nowmination form tn this newsletter,
and sending it to our address:

AEA

PO box #5

Plttstown, N
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Nominations will be done

anonywmously. Deadline for
nominatlons wWill be Novenber 259,

we will checle with anyjone nominated
to be sure they would be willing to serve
on the Boavol before putting thelr name
on the ballot. Thew, at the next general
membership meeting on December zrd
we hold the electlon. Ownly those n
attendance will be able to vote by
wrltten ballot.

Please make sure to take a Look at the
last page of the Newsletter...lts your
ballot !

Classifieds

Pine Chex Crulser
"Cruiser' s a & year old ARHA bag
gelding who stands 15.3H. He is by
Zippo Plne Chex. He has AQHA polnts
i halter, showmanship, hunter wnder
saddle, hunt seat equitation, western
pleasure, and western horsemanship.

He excels at the all-around events, and
he also jumps. He was a finalist at the
200F All-Awmerican Quarter Horse
Congress. For more information please
contact Ketth Miller at (570) 417#-
4205, Retth@wmillerguarterhorses.net
or www.millerguarteriorses.net.

Annabelle de Max
"Lucy' lsaz year old sorvel
ARHA/APHA double registered wmavre.
She curvently stands 15.2H tall. She

has & months of professional training
on her, and she is just about ready to
show. She will malke any Level vider a
great horse. For more information
please contact Keith Miller at (570)
417-4205,
leith@miillerguarterhorses.net or

www.nlllerguarterhorses.net.

Marecedes Boo Cuge
"Benz' is 0 & Year olot 16.1H registered
QH gelding by WF Two Thumbs Up.
He has AQHA polnts in the Youth
hunter wnder saddle, and he Ls wow
Jumping a full course with finished
leaol changes. For more information
please contact Keith Miller at (570)
417-4205,
etth@wiillerguarterhorses.net or
www.millerguarterhorses. net.

Looking forward to the next edition....it
was o pleasure.

Have a safe and Happy Holiday
season... We'll talk next year |

Kathg
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AEA Board
Nominations Sendl your confldential ballots to:
2009 — 2010
AEA
Position Current  Nominee Nowmlinee PO box #5
Plttstown, NJ
Prestoent Judy
Tucker
Vice-President ®Barb
Nolan
Secretary Beoky
Nicolettl
Treasurer La Y
Shepard

Membership Maxine
LaLLg—
Alexts

Food Sandy

Coordinator Howell

Trustee Tom
AVersa
Trustee BLLL

Dantels




