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2010 Alexandria Equestrian Association Officers:

President:

JudyTucker


Vice-President:
Barbara Nolan

Treasurer:

Dick Kimsey

Secretary:

Becky Nicoletti

Membership:
Maxine Lally-


Alexis

Food Coordinator:      
Sandy Howell

Trustee:

Tom Aversa

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE:  www.aeanj.com
THE NEXT GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING OF THE AEA WILL BE:

at Bow Brickhill Stables
Friday, Sept. 10, 2010
6:30 Pot Luck Dinner (and good conversation)

7:30 meeting start time

A letter from the President…
Something New

We have decided to make our next membership meeting a “pot luck dinner” meeting, on a Friday night, and to have someone host it.  Maxine & John Alexis have graciously volunteered to be the hosts at their new farm, Bow Brickhill 
Stables  476 Milford-Mt. Pleasant Road, Milford, NJ.  Friday September 10, 2010.   
Please bring a dish, something that doesn’t need to be heated up as the event will be inside the barn.  Otherwise, bring a chair or your legs will get tired.  It might not be a bad idea to bring a beverage of your choice as well.  Come around 6:30 to eat and visit before the meeting starts at 7:30.  

Schick Trail 

Since the last newsletter, progress has been made.  This is a big project, so let’s break it down into components.  First, the proposed parking lot that will handle horse trailers has been designed and reviewed by the County engineering department.  Work on the parking lot may be ready to commence soon.  Look for progress on Rt. 631, next to the Milford Fire House annex.  

Second, the person that farms the property has mowed a 10 foot wide trail around all the fields.  It is part of the agreement between the County and the farmer to keep the trail mowed.  Go ride it now and enjoy.  

Third, the trail in the woods will be the last to be done.  A meeting was held with the DEP in Trenton in June, and in general they liked the design of the trail.  They asked for a few modifications and guided us on what permits
would be required.  The permit applications 
are being finalized by the County and then the DEP has 90 days to respond.  So the section of the trail that depends on DEP approval will not likely be cut until late fall.  We will contact members when trail clearing help is needed.  

Also, I want to bring to your attention that people have been dumping/spreading manure in Schick.   Please spread the word that this is not acceptable and the County has the right to fine anyone found doing it.  

· Judy

****************************************************
Dates to Remember

 Membership Pot Luck Dinner Meeting

Friday September 10, 6:30pm

Bring a dish and a chair

Bow Brickhill Stables

476 Milford-Mount Pleasant Rd
Milford, NJ 08848

www.bbhstables.com
Wine tasting & Art Show



Saturday September 25, 6 – 9pm


The Prevost House

 1100 Frenchtown-Milford Road

Frenchtown, NJ 
 (From Milford, a right turn in next driveway after Bo Bo’s. From 
Frenchtown, a left turn into driveway after Cornerstone Cafe.)

Saddlebred Show at Alex.Twp Park indoor


Sunday Nov. 7th

Night at the Races – Pavillion Fundraiser
Saturday Nov. 13th
       Hunterdon Tennis Center Clinton, NJ



Trail Owner’s Tribute Cocktail Party


January 22, 2011
*****************************************

AEA and Alexandria Historical Society

Wine Tasting/Art Show – September 25 6pm-9pm

Final plans are underway for the Wine Tasting Benefit on Saturday September 25, 2010.  The Alexandria Township Historical Society (ATHS) and AEA will also present “The Art of the Horse” a collection of horse art on loan from 17 different local families.  It promises to be a wonderful evening of wine tasting, appetizers and fine art viewing.

Please consider attending this fundraiser on Saturday September 25th, 6 – 9 pm.  $25 in advance, $30 at the door.  Send checks to:

 ATHS

PO Box 234

 Frenchtown, NJ  08825
You can also purchase tickets at The Wine Hut.

We are asking the owners of the artwork to drop off and pick up the pieces as you are more sensitive to their mobility.  You will be asked to sign the inventory sheet on drop off and pick up to guarantee the safety of your artwork.  The museum, owned by the Township, has a security and alarm system installed.  Please provide us with as much information on the artwork that you think interesting: been in family for generations; found at a yard sale; local artist…

Drop offs: September 9, Thursday 6-8 pm or September 11, Saturday 9am-11am

Pickups: October 6, Wednesday 6-8 pm or October 9, Saturday 9am-11am                                                                                               
****************************************

Tid-Bits by “Tuck”
· Two sets of jumps were recently donated to AEA by an Alexandria resident whose daughter was no longer using them. Given the outstanding success of the recent Hunter Trials at the park, this was a needed contribution for future events.
The AEA Board will discuss parameters for the use of jumps in the Indoor. Stay tuned for updates on that.

· At the next AEA general membership meeting, a subject of discussion will be Fall  group trail rides, a popular item in years past. Attend the meeting for the latest on that. Trail rides in Autumn .... it doesn’t get better than that!

· Alexandria’s Community Day this past June was a smashing success for AEA fund-raising. We parked a record number of cars and sold out of every item in our food tent. The pies sold at an uninspired trickle most of the day. Then toward evening, folks came out of their pie shells! There was pie mania! But calm prevailed before the National Guard arrived.
Unfortunately, Community Day will take the day off next year!   It’s called lack of sufficient volunteers!

· Elections will take place in November for a new slate of AEA officers. Be thinking of who might fill the bill for all positions. They will all be open!!

This issue of the newsletter is momentous  

for a certain member of  the writing staff. For the first time ever, there have been enough articles contributed so that all I had to write is these few tidbits! HALLELUJAH!   Good going, AEA!
--Pete Tucker
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*****************************************
Equine Liability Act holds up to pressure test

In April of this year the New Jersey Supreme Court heard the case of Hubner  vs. Spring Valley Equestrian Center.  According to reports, the plaintiff, Gloria Hubner, visited Spring Valley Equestrian center with friends for a trail ride on horses owned by the equestrian center.  They were taken to the arena to mount the horses and participate in some basic training, including an exercise in which each horse would walk over a series of cavaletti poles lying on the ground.   After Hubner mounted the horse, it began to turn  it’s back on the cavaletti, threw its head up and down and began to back up. Hubner pulled on the reins.  An employee of the equestrian center told her to stop pulling the reins, but the horse continued moving backwards, tripped over the cavaletti and fell, throwing Hubner.  She landed on a mounting block and was injured.  Hubner claimed that the equestrian center was negligent because the cavaletti were unsecured and set up near the mounting area behind the horses, where they posed a hazard; and that the mounting block was negligently left behind the horse.

On July 28, 2010, the Supreme Court issued their decision which upheld the trial court’s original verdict that the Equine Act operates as a complete bar to the plaintiff’s claim because her injuries were caused by one of the inherent risks of equine activities as defined in the statute.  This is great news for anyone who owns an equestrian property, commercial or private, or allows horse riders to ride on their property.  However, we would all be well-advised to educate ourselves and understand the scope of the Equine Act - what it does do and, more importantly, what it doesn’t.  For example, the Equine Act does not protect property owners or facility operators who are found by a court to have knowingly provided faulty equipment or negligently disregarded a participant’s safety.  The Equine Act also requires that property used for equine activities be posted with certain warning signs, so whether you run a boarding barn or just allow horse riders to cross your property, you should consider posting appropriate signs (which can be purchased on-line or at most tack shops). There are many useful resources on-line to learn more, such as www.njhorsecouncil.com.

Apparently, the fight is not over for Spring Valley Equestrian Center. The NJ Supreme Court reversed the trial court’s summary judgment in favor of Spring Valley Equestrian Center that was based on the release signed by Hubner, with the result that  Hubner may still succeed (regardless of the fact that she signed a release) if Spring Valley is found to have violated the basic standard of care required by the Equine Act by, for example, knowingly providing faulty equipment or negligently disregarding a participant’s safety.   
This summary should not be viewed as legal advice.  For more info on the NJ Equine Lability Act  go to www.njhorsecouncil.com.
John Alexis
*******************************************

First Hunter Trials a Big Success

The first Hunter Trials competition at the Alexandria Township Park,  held and hosted in conjunction with the Amwell Valley Hounds Pony Club  was a great success!  The competitors raved about the beautiful park,  
the lovely jumps and great course.  We had approximately 25 entrants,  both juniors and seniors, who traveled over approximately twelve jumps  in multiple classes.  We even had the master of the Amwell Valley  Hounds and her daughter enter the pairs/family class!  Lots of great  AEA volunteers made the day happen, including Heather Toma, Susan  Rochelle, Liz Lynch, Suzanne Stidworthy, Rachel Vezzosi, Dawn Cecere,  John Alexis, Larry Shepard, and others who at the moment are escaping  
me - oh yes, Judy Tucker, in absentia!  If I forgot anyone, please excuse me and know that we appreciated everyone's help.  
Liz Lynch did a stellar job of photographing the event and putting together photos  
on the Events page of the AEA website.  Check it out!  
Many competitors  asked if we will be holding another event in the fall.  Are other AEA  
members interested?  Please let me know if you want to get involved to make this event a yearly or a Spring/Fall annual event. 

                                                                                         Katie Wigness                                                                     
*****************************************************
AEA Member Profile 
Valerie Washington

In each newsletter, we profile one of our members in an effort to showcase the diversity of our membership and to inspire communication between members with shared interests.  For this edition, Maxine Alexis sat down with Valerie Washington to find out more about her passion for polo.

Valerie is a member of the Tinicum Park Polo Club.  The Tinicum Park Polo Club every Saturday throughout the summer (weather permitting), plays at the Tinicum Park in Bucks County PA,  just across the Delaware  

from Frenchtown.  Val was first introduced to polo when she moved from Sussex County   

down to Bucks County over 13 years ago.  She happened to visit a large barn when a polo lesson was being conducted, met an instructor there who offered to give her lessons and has not looked back.  Val bought her first polo pony soon after, but since polo rules require that a rider cannot play an entire game on one horse, she was soon adding ponies.  Val now has four thoroughbreds and one paint.  She typically likes what are referred to as “made” ponies, meaning that they have been bred and trained specifically for polo.  Thoroughbreds make good polo “ponies” because of their speed and agility.  Argentina is known for producing the best breeds for polo, which favors smaller horses (14.2 – 16 hands), that are fast, agile and have plenty of endurance.    

Polo took on a social aspect for Val when she relocated to Texas.  She would play “ranch polo” – informal games organized amongst whomever was around to play on a given day.  Val explains that, being the stranger in town, she got to know people through the polo connection.  However, she laments that there were few women players.  Things are a little better at Tinicum Park, where 5 out of the 25 playing members are women – more than at most clubs.

Val joined Tinicum Park when she moved back to the Northeast 6 years ago and married her 
Husband, Dan Harvey.  Val now manages the Eastern US sales region for Hill’s Pet 
Nutrition, which produces brands such as Science Diet.  Her work causes her to travel extensively, which makes her dedication to her five polo ponies all the more impressive.  Fortunately, Val has Dan’s full support.  Although Dan doesn’t ride, he loves caring for their horses and happily serves as Val’s groom at polo matches (and, I may say, an informative personal commentator if you happen to drop by Tinicum Park on a Saturday afternoon!).

Polo has been played in various forms in Southern Asia for thousands of years.  It only came to Britain in the early 1800s, and reached the US soon after in the later 1800’s.  Each match consists of 6 periods of play called “chukkas” (or “chukkers” in the US).  Polo rules require that a pony can only play two chukkas per game, and never two consecutively.  So, in order to play a full game each player must have at least three ponies.  Teams have 4 players, each with a designated offensive, defensive or tactical role.  The objective of the game is to use the blunt end of a mallet (always carried in the right hand – making it a tough sport for lefties) to hit a ball upfield into the goal.  Each player is awarded a rating or “handicap”, the lowest being “-2” (indicating a novice) and the highest being 
“10”.  Players with a 2 goal handicap are typically good enough to play professionally.  
Each game is typically arranged so that the teams have approximately equal combined handicaps.  At any one point in time, there are only a few “10 goal” players in the world, leading Sir Winston Churchill to have allegedly referred to 10 goal polo players as “the most exclusive club in the world.”  Val is currently a 0 handicap player.  She would like to become a 1-goal player, but notes that because of the combined handicap system, it is strategically better to be a good 0-goal player than a weak 1-goal player.

Not surprisingly, Val says that the hardest part of playing polo is hitting the ball - but for reasons that you might not think about, such as the size of your mallet. If you are using a 51” mallet versus a 53” one, you have to swing sooner to hit the ball.  Polo is also a very strategic game. For example, the strengths/weaknesses of each horse and each rider are considered when configuring the team for a chukka.  Teamwork is imperative, not only between riders but between each horse and rider.  Well-trained polo ponies know that their job is to chase the ball, and Val says she has seen more than one rider dismounted because his pony changed direction sooner than he did!   Safety equipment is also a must.  Most players wear face guards to protect against being hit in the face by a stray ball, although Val notes that 
there is some controversy since face guards may create a greater likelihood of neck injury.  She says the most common injury is a shoulder injury – Val herself has been lucky, although she did break her arm last year when both she and her horse fell.  It is certainly not a sport for the feint-hearted.  However, it is a terrific sport for spectators; so if you’re looking for something to do for a few hours on a Saturday afternoon (especially is you have friends or family visiting), pack up a picnic and take a drive down to Tinicum Park – and enjoy! 

***************************************************
Classifieds

WANTED – private dressage barn seeking motivated adult dressage rider interested in lessons in exchange for light barn chores. USDF silver medalist offering opportunity for the right horse and rider – improve your seat and your horse’s gaits.  Possibility for lease/half lease of Training/1st Level horse.  Pittstown, NJ.  pittstowndressage@gmail.com  
*********
Dressage Boarding - 2 stalls available at new, small, private dressage barn.  Short court indoor with rubber/sand/fiber and oversize outdoor with rubber.  Main barn has 6 stalls, each with 12x14 attached paddock.  2 stalls currently available are oversized, in detached barn with plenty of storage.  $700/mo per stall for detached barn, $850/mo for main barn (currently full).  Experienced horseperson with references only.  Lessons available. 

email:  Pittstowndressage@gmail.com  

*********
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FOR RENT – well maintained 5 bedroom, 3 bath Colonial on 6.49 acres in Alexandria Township just minutes from I-78.  Features include a gourmet eat-in Kitchen, Family Room with fireplace, 1st floor Master Bedroom and Guest Bedroom, Central Air, Living

Room & Dining Room with hardwood floors PLUS a 2 stall horse barn with

fenced pastures and direct access to Alexandria Township trail system.  Please call John at (732) 616-1856 or email:  bbhstables@embarqmail.com.  
****************************************
Hope everyone had and continues to have a safe and enjoyable summer…see you again in the fall.
-  Kathy

Until next time…..

Riding a horse is not a gentle hobby, to be picked up and laid down like a game of Solitaire. It is a grand passion.

Ralph Waldo Emerson
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